
3rd quarter 2016 Lapalala Wilderness School 

 

It  has been a very busy quarter at LWS, with 
787 visitors being taught & motivated through 

their visit to LWS. 

Over 527 primary school learners came through the 
doors, as well as 157 high school learners & 103 post-

graduate learners. 

That means 787 inspired minds! 

+ 27 (0) 82 887-3912  lws@lwschool.org 

Dear Lapalala Wilderness School 

I have learnt so many new things like the 
different biomes, Different between the Venomous 
& non venomous snakes, what the different trees 

are used for culture and I got to hold a 
scorpion and a Burmese python.  I have also 

learnt about the effect of tobacco farming and 
how that destroyed the natural beauty  . We also 
played the spitting competition with the Impala 
droppings and I came last but it was still fun.  

We had a day drive and we saw lots of animals, 
hippo, crocodiles, and Kudu. I like being a 

conservation champion. It has been an exciting 
weekend and I hope it will never end.  We also 

went to the mudfighting and it was much fun and 
the night out was amazing we had to cook our 
own food and we had shifts to watch out for 

animals.  For my shift, 3 people had to wake me 
up but I did not wake up and finally the FOOD 

WAS AMAZING! 

By Timothy Lincoln 
(Jeppe High School for Boys wildlife club) 

A busy team… 
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Speaking of rhinos… 

World Rhino Day was celebrated on 22 September 
2016.  In an exciting new venture to the Waterberg, 

Kirsty & Ndi from EWT organized a public speaking 
competition, hosted at LWS. 

 A selected group of Bakenberg high schools 
competed. The speakers were asked to talk 

about the economic,  social  & pol it ical  impacts 
of rhino poaching & possible solutions to this 

cr is is.  

 It was a huge success & it became clear that our local 
youth are as concerned with rhino poaching as we are – 

as well as being full of great ideas to try & solve the 
crisis. 

The winner of the competit ion was Tebatso 
Mmamabolo from Sekoba Secondary School,  

who impressed the judges with his wel l-
presented speech & confident manner.  

Meet the interns… 
Takalani Nodonyane (BTech Nat. Cons) & Dikeledi 

Chauke (BSc. Hons Zoology) are both extremely 
passionate about the natural world. 

Both are completing their  work experience 
component of their  degrees at LWS. 

Takalani comes from an animal & nature-loving family & 
had a love for the environment instilled at a young age - 

she loved visiting Kruger or being surrounded by the 
family pets. 

 Dikeledi’s love for the environment came from a 
v is it  to LWS when she was st i l l  at  school.   That 
ignited her passion for the environment & she 

has a particular passion for f ish & aquatic l ife.  

Takalani & Dikeledi are both committed to sharing their 
passion & love for the environment with every learner that 

visits LWS.  
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Great garden… 
The permaculture garden at LWS has continued to yield 

incredible amounts of healthy, organic fruits & veggies for 
the visiting groups that come to LWS. 

This season, the crops of lettuce were amazing, as 
were the giant beetroots that were harvested – 

some larger than an adults f ist!  

LWS learners… 
Many members of the LWS team have been busy with staff 

development programmes. 

The educators have completed their Facilitators course, 
which will enable them improve their teaching & classroom 

skills. 

 Merriam has completed her Skills Development Facilitator 
course, which will help her take the LWS team to new 

heights. 

Safe sleepouts… 
With the imminent arrival of Lapalala elephant herds, the 

TNH team has been erecting elephant-proof fences 
around the school perimeter. 

This is almost completed and will be ready before the herds 
arrive in early November. 

Welcome Joan…. 
A warm welcome to Joan Cameron, who has taken on the 

role of LWS Board secretary. 

Joan hails from Johannesburg & is passionate about the 
environment. 

It was with sadness the LWS bid farewell to Pam Barrett 
who held the position of secretary for many years – thank 

you for everything you have done for LWS, Pam! 
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Lapalala Wilderness 
School would l ike to send 

a special  message of 
thanks to al l  of its donors 

& supporters. 

Without you, our School would 
not be able to reach & teach 
as many young minds about 

our natural world as possible. 

Thank you for your 
support & enabling us to 

change the world, one 
learner at a t ime. 

 

A special     
thank you… 

Dear Lapalala staff 

Unfortunately I couldn’t make it on this 
class trip seeing as I had an appointment 
and my dentist was moving to Australia 
soon.  It was unavoidable. 

Lapalala sounded like a great place, 
from all the magnificent stories I had 
heard from my classmates.  I would have 
loved to have seen animals like the 
buffalo, giraffe & leopard as well as the 
Palala River and being educated about 
the wilderness and conserving our 
environment. 

I was also told that the Lapalala staff 
was amazing as well as the camp.  My 
classmates and teachers really enjoyed 
themselves.  This trip allowed our class to 
bond together and make many 
unforgettable memories like touching a 
snake. 

I deeply regret not going.  It would have 
been a great experience and great fun. 

Kind regards, 

Razka Aboomaker 


