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A great start of the new year…
The first six months of the year 2018 got off to a fantastic start! We
have been visited by 26 schools and 1503 learners have enjoyed
and benefited from our environmental education programmes.

Environmental Education Programmes…
Our Environmental Education activities are specially designed to equip learners
with sustainable learning processes which increase awareness about the environment and its systems while developing critical-thinking skills that enable responsible decision-making. Most of the learners visiting our wilderness school
couldn’t hide their excitement and mentioned that our activities are more than
just good education because our activities teach them to be responsible for protecting their environment. Their teachers supported this view, adding that LWS
environmental education activities helped learners to understand the consequences of their actions; to critically think about daily choices and to continually
make informed decisions.
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Dear Lapalala Wilderness School, this trip was AMAZING!
So today I am going to explain what I have learned.

New Skills
One of my new skills is canoeing. I learned how to steer a canoe and how to use the paddles. I
learned what the dung beetle uses its dung for. Its cool how we saw the baby dung beetles
hatch. I learned how to keep a fire burning. By using different materials.
Strength
After camp, I felt stronger. Mostly after the obstacle course. I felt like all the activities
made me stronger. After the hike, my legs felt stronger. When we went up the mountain (to
sleep under the stars) my legs and my arms got stronger.
Taking risks
One of my risks was when we went to the canoes, and starting to paddle. One of my risks was
when we were at the amazing race, the blindfolded game/activity. My last activity was sleeping by the fire (I did not want to burn myself), but I eventually slept by the fire.
Sportsmanship
Our group worked well together. I liked how my group cooperated together, and listening to
each other people’s ideas. I liked how I got to meet new people (example: Harriet & Vernice).
Team Work
I learned how to work with other people, and helping each other, and that’s what I call teamwork. It’s not about all of the (fun) activities, it's about teamwork.
It has been such a wonderful time at Lapalala. Mostly when I learned how to canoe. Thank you
so, so MUCH!!!
Kind regards
Victoria Pentelius
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Tertiary groups...
Students from the University of Limpopo visited us for the first time and
were very excited about the experience. Students from the University of
Venda continued to visit us and both tertiary groups mentioned that our
programmes added value to their curriculum.

Reaching out-of-school youth…
On 7th April Lapalala Wilderness School continued on its quest of reconnecting with out-of-school youth
by visiting their respective villages and supporting them by hosting the 3rd Football Tournaments of the
highest rank. There were also educational talks during half time breaks. The Waterberg Welfare Society
encouraged individuals to get tested for HIV and to know their HIV/AIDS status. Lapalala Wilderness
School encouraged children, young adults and adults to respect and care for their local environments.
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Teacher training going well…
This year’s teacher training programme kicked off to a good start. These LWS courses help teachers to use
nature as a teaching guide, prepare lessons and bring a lot of fun and learning into the classroom. The
teachers who attended the course applauded the course indicating it was very informative as it allowed for
the use of current environmental information and it highlighted continuous learning. They also said the
course was transforming in that it shifted their mind-set towards activity inclusive teaching styles.

Video training course...
Video producer, Phoebe Anderson spent a day offering a fun and
informative training session for our Environmental Education team.
The video training exercises covered the following aspects: International broadcast standards (PAL, NTSC) and key Digital File formats
including MP4 and .mov; ideas for shooting short clips; tips for interesting filming angles plus free Editing software options - Quik, Splice
and others. We were also very grateful to receive equipment donations which include a brand new Canon camera, two quality video
cameras and a tripod for our wilderness school. The equipment and
video training course will help to improve future image and video
outputs from our School.
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Snake handling course…
Our Environmental Education Team attended a course at the African Reptiles & Venom Centre. The course
started with a lecture on the following: Identification of dangerous and medically important snakes, symptoms and syndromes related to snakebites, on-site First Aid treatment, medical support, allergies and
treatment. Later there was an opportunity to learn to handle live specimens, including a puff adder, a
Mozambique spitting cobra, a ringkals and a snouted cobra under Mike Perry’s supervision.

Adventure with Elephants…
On the 7th June 2018, the Lapalala Wilderness School team embarked on a mind blowing experience with
elephants at Adventures with Elephants (in Bela Bela). The team were offered the opportunity to get close
up and personal with tame elephants, including feeding, touching and interacting with these majestic animals. Our Wilderness School Team enjoyed themselves enormously while learning more about elephant
intelligence, their bodies and their behaviour. We are really grateful and our staff members left humbled
and moved.
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Clean up Campaign…
An initiative to improve people’s lives in the Bakenburg area by getting involved in a clean-up campaign
brought six schools from the area together on the following days: 31 May,01 June and 4 June 2018. The
three day clean-up campaign was an environmental initiative to inspire and empower communities to
clean up, fix up and conserve their environments. This campaign also showed learners how to REDUCE,
REUSE and RECYCLE waste products at all times. The teachers and learners were very excited and said
that this campaign helped and motivated them to continue to keep their school yards clean. The campaign ended up benefiting the local community socially and potentially economically, since local environment forums/clubs approached us to get recycled waste gathered in one space with the main of delivering it to recycling companies in exchange for money.

World environmental day celebration…
Lapalala Wilderness School together with Mogalakwena District Municipality, WESSA-Bushpigs, the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism, the Waterberg Biosphere, Save the
Waterberg Rhino, the Waterberg Welfare Society, Department of Water Affairs, the Department of Education, our local schools and other stakeholders celebrated World Environment Day on the 5th June 2018.
The event was hosted at the Bakenberg Stadium under the theme "Beat Plastic Pollution". This theme invited everyone to consider how they can make changes in their everyday lives to reduce the heavy burden of
plastic pollution on our natural places, our wildlife - and our health. While plastic has many valuable uses,
we’ve become over-reliant on single-use or disposable plastic… with severe environmental consequences.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU…
Lapalala Wilderness School would like send a special message of thanks to all
of its donors and supporters.
Without you, our wilderness school would not be able to reach and teach as
many young minds about our natural world as possible.
Thank you for your support and enabling us to change the world, one learner at
a time.

