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The year 2017 in a nutshell...
The mission statement of Lapalala Wilderness School
“To help children and young adults discover the value
of biodiversity in our natural world and our place
within it, and to identify and nurture Africa’s future
conservation champions.”

It was a productive and a very busy year with over
1700 children, young adults and adults from primary
& high schools, tertiary students and teachers.
This means over 1700 minds got the life changing opportunity to engage in our activities, motivating them
to play a vital role in protecting our biodiversity.
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Teachers and learners’ comments
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A book is a magical thing that lets you travel too
far away places without ever leaving your chair.
Biblionef has donated 6800 new storybooks to 34 primary
schools in the Waterberg area of Limpopo. 80% of the donation were in the children’s home language of Sepedi and the
rest in English. The assistants also spoke to the teachers
about the importance of reading and the crucial role teachers play in getting their learners excited about reading.

Horse riders paying their own way.
A special visit by the riders who funded the camp for
learners of Meetsetshehla Secondary and Mokolo Primary School from Vaalwater. The UK riders were
setting off on horseback to cross the Waterberg Plateau in South Africa to gain an understanding of this
pristine wilderness and learn about challenges faced
by rural communities By so doing they will be helping
raising funds for The Save The Waterberg Rhino, who
are combating poaching.

Enhancing transformative environmental
learning through teacher’s education!!!

A 5 day workshop for Life Sciences Teachers was held at Lapalala Wilderness School, through the Fundisa for change. Fundisa for Change is a collaboration between a range of teacher education partners
working with teachers across South Africa to improve and strengthen environmental learning in
schools. The course was held from the 3rd to the 7th July 2017. The participants in the workshop was
the Life Sciences teachers from our local schools, the course focused on content knowledge, instructional knowledge and assessment strategies for teaching Biodiversity.
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WARM WELCOME, NEW STAFF MEMBERS.
We were pleased to welcome Takalani Ndonyane (from
Thohoyandou, Venda who completed her National Diploma in Nature Conservation at TUT-Tshwane University of
Technology and currently studying BTech Nature Conservation at the same institution). On the 4th September
2017 she joined our passionate, dedicated, savvy Environmental Education Team. We hope she will find working at
Lapalala Wilderness School rewarding and challenging.
Much is expected from her, but we have faith that she will
deliver, excel, and make us all proud.

Meet our new CATHSSETA interns…from left to right:
Keneilwe Mabunda (completed her National Diploma
in Nature Conservation through UNISA , currently
studying Post Graduate Certificate at UNISA); Sharon
Shandukani (completed her Honours Degree in Ecology and Resource Management through UNIVEN);
Letty Maluleke studied at Technical College of Venda
(Techniven) and completed her certificate in Hospitality and Catering Services; Locracia Khosa studied
at Capricorn TVET AND completed her Diploma in
Hospitality and Catering Services

HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATION.

The September month marks annual Heritage month in South Africa. As part of reclaiming, restoring and
celebrating our living heritage the Lapalala Wilderness School staff celebrated their Heritage month with
style, dedicating all their September Monday lunches to celebrate their heritage by cooking, dancing,
wearing the different attires of different tribes. The Staff members are diverse in terms of cultures, from
Pedi, Tsonga, Ndebele, Venda and Tswana.
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RHINO DAY CELEBRATION

A selected group of 15 Bakenberg high schools competed in a public speech competition at LWS. The
learners (two Grade 10 learners from each school) discussed the economic, social & political impacts of
rhino poaching & possible solutions to this crisis. It was also a great honour for our Patron Mr Clive Walker to attend the event. The winners of the competition were as follows: 3rd place- Karabo Shantey
Matlala from Mathulamisha High School who walked away with a voucher worth R2000 for school stationery, 2nd place-Teffo Moribula from EDL Rampola High School who walked away with a voucher
worth R3000 for school uniforms, 1st place-Boitumelo Kwakwa from Kgaba High School walked away
with a brand new Lenovo laptop.

LAPALALA WILDERNESS SCHOOL PRESENTS THE FIRST SOCCER TOURNAMENT

As part of reconnecting with out of school youth, Lapalala Wilderness School hosted a soccer tournament at Mohlakaneng Apollo ground in one of the villages. The four teams participated in the
tournament. The winning team walked away with the trophy, medals, new high quality soccer jerseys kit and tough genuine soccer boots for the entire team.
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WILDERNESS FIRT AID TRAINING COURSE LEVEL 1 & LEVEL 2

The wilderness first aid training course took place at LWS in the first week of November. It was
supervised by Mr Andrew Miller from SMART solution. This was a refresher course for those who
attended in the past two years and also a good opportunity for new staff members to learn. The
course was conducted efficiently, but with a sense of humour which made the learning experience a lot easier to absorb, while at the same time underlying the seriousness of injuries sustained in the wilderness.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Lapalala Wilderness School would like to take these opportunity to award the certificates to
the following four staff members in recognition of continuous and loyal contribution to the
Organisation. From left to right: Paulina Chauke (Hospitality supervisor) 20 years service, Annah Tshelane (Housekeeper) with 25 years of service, Elizabeth Bjaloane(Housekeeper) 20
years and front: Johannes Monyeki (Environmental Educator) 5 years of dedication and hard
work at the wilderness school.
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Lapalala Wilderness School staff Christmas gifts.

Merry Christmas...
We would like to wish all our donors and supporters a Merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
The year 2017 was incredible and indeed successful through your support and lots more was achieved.
From the bottom of our hearts we wish everyone a restful, peaceful festive season, and look forward meeting again
in the new year 2018.
Many thanks for your support and for helping Lapalala Wilderness School to change the lives of children and young
adults
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