LAPALALA WILDERNESS SCHOOL NEWS
3rd & 4th Quarter

082 887 3912

lws@lwschool.com

Reflecting on 2018.
The mission statement of Lapalala Wilderness School is “To help children and young adults discover
the value of biodiversity in our natural world and our place within it, and to identify and nurture
Africa’s future conservation champions.”

It was a productive and a very busy year with over 1750 children, young adults and adults from primary and high schools, tertiary students and teachers. This means a chance to engage with 1750
minds and share the life changing opportunity to engage in our activities, motivating every participant to play a vital role in protecting our biodiversity.
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Learner’s voice…
I am writing to you to let you know about my experiences at Lapalala Wilderness School. When I
arrived at camp we didn’t know all of the facilitators, I was a bit nervous as they were strangers to
me and the rest of my fellow learners. The Lapalala Wilderness School staff introduced themselves
and placed us into our groups for the week. Each group would participate in different activities during the week. Our facilitators showed us our cabins and we put our luggage inside our cabins. Afterwards we had a lunch of tuna sandwiches and salad. It was delicious! We then went back to our cabins and had a pillow fight. Our first activity was orienteering. I learned a lot about working in a team
and the importance of teamwork. I enjoyed the different ‘stations’. That evening we went on a game
drive. We saw many different types of animals including zebras, rhino and impalas. The first couple
of hours at camp was so much fun. This was definitely a glimpse at what the rest of camp was going
to be like. AMAZING!
Our activity for the next day was an obstacle course. Even though it was raining, we continued with
the obstacle course, It was so much fun. This was probably the highlight of camp for me. I learned a
lot about myself and particularly that I was a risk-taker because I did all the challenges of the obstacle course. I was very proud of myself and really appreciated the Lapalala Wilderness School facilitators for encouraging me. The rain stopped in the evening and it was nice and hot again. That evening we had french fries for dinner. It was so good!
On Thursday we had a mud fight and river swim. This was an awesome experience for me because
I have never swum in a river before. While I was swimming I hurt my hand but luckily the capable
Lapalala Wilderness School staff was there to help me. The facilitators were very caring throughout
the camp. I am so thankful to them. In the evening we hiked up a mountain and we slept under the
stars. We slept in sleeping bags around a campfire. Our ‘job’ for the evening was to make sure our
fire didn’t die out. This taught me about taking responsibility and caring for my group to make sure
they were kept warm throughout the evening. This was a special experience for me. I enjoyed sleeping under the stars and being outside.
This was my first year at camp! I am so happy that I was able to experience it and be part of the
Lapalala team. Thank you to everyone at Lapalala for making this experience a memorable one. I
appreciate each and every member of the staff at Lapalala for everything you did.

Sincerely,
Kumho Moleleki
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More than information about the environment.

Lapalala Wilderness School offers an Environmental Education programme that allows learners to explore
vital issues, engage in problem solving, and take action to improve the environment. Most of the learners
told us that our Wilderness School helped them to develop a deeper understanding of environmental issues and they are very positive when riding the bus back home as they now have the skills to make informed and responsible decisions. The teachers who accompany the learners mentioned that they also
learn from our teaching styles and this experience is an eye-opener to their learners as our message to
them doesn’t advocate a particular viewpoint or course of action. Rather, environmental education teaches their learners how to weigh various sides of an issue through critical thinking and it enhances their own
problem-solving and decision-making skills.

University engagements.

Centurion Academy (Nature Management Diploma & Certificates students) and University of South Africa
(Honours in Environmental Management) visited us for the practical component of their syllabus. This programme is unique and very interesting as it is designed to equip students with skills to apply modern management principles in the field of Nature Conservation. During their stay with us, students are introduced
to various management aspects in the Lapalala Wilderness Reserve. We highlight the importance and value
of biodiversity as well as review the basic concepts of ecology, linked to their curriculum. This exercise is
critical as the aim is to produce well rounded, trained individuals who can make a positive contribution to
South Africa. In time, these students will be able to independently make decisions and solve problems in
the fields of game farm management, reserve management and in the management of natural areas.
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New faces.

In line with our mission statement of identifying and nurturing future conservation champions, we are very
excited to welcome two new faces.
*
Edwin Tumelo Machete from Bolobedu who pursued his studies in Public Management at the Capricorn FET. Edwin will be working closely with our administration and financial personnel.
*
Linah Boitumelo Makgai from Polokwane who has completed her Honours Degree in Environmental
and Resource studies at the University of Limpopo. Boitumelo will join our savvy, environmental education
team.
A warm welcome, guys, and we wish you all the best in your CATHSSETA internship programme with us.

67 minutes for Madiba.

We celebrated Mandela Day in style at Lapalala Wilderness School. Mmantutule High Schol learners spent
67 minutes working in our vegetable garden. By doing so we were celebrating Madiba’s life and legacy
summed up in is own words: “What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead.” – Nelson
Mandela.
TAKE ACTION. INSPIRE CHANGE. MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY.

3rd & 4th Quarter

082 887 3912

lws@lwschool.com

Speaking of Rhinos.

World Rhino International Day was celebrated with an exciting venture at Lapalala Wilderness School on
the 22nd September 2018. A selected group of 21 high schools from around Mahwelereng, Mapela, Bakenburg North and South, Steilop and Vaalwater competed in a public speaking competition. This included two
Grade 10 learners from each school. It was also a great honour for our Patron Mr Clive Walker to attend the
event, amongst other valued guests. We greatly appreciate the attendance of representatives from other
stakeholders i.e. WESSA, EWT, Save the Waterberg Rhino, Waterberg Waves, Waterberg Welfare Society
and Welgevonden Game Reserve. The winners of the competition were as follows:
3rd place: Two learners shared this prize, namely Thapelo Molefe (Bakenberg High School) and Mpho
Ramasobana (Bathokoa High School). Both will equally share a Van Schaik voucher worth R2000.00 for
school stationery.
2nd place was shared by Hope Digashu (Kgaba High School) and Majoki Masenya (Meetsetshehla Secondary
School). Both share a voucher worth R3000.00 for their school uniforms.
1st place went to Thabang Nkoe (Meetsetshehla Secondary School). Thabang received the main prize of a
brand new HP laptop with a laptop bag, an HP Printer, cordless mouse and a cleaning kit, together with the
floating trophy. Congratulations to all the schools that participated. it was indeed a fruitful day and it was
very difficult for the judges to select the above mentioned winners. We would like to thank all the schools
that participated and wish them all the best in the future. Special thanks to My School, My Village, My Planet for their donations in kind.
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Paying a visit to our fellow Environmental Education centre.

The Lapalala Wilderness School education team welcomed the opportunity to visit the Bushpigs Environmental Centre for three days. This visit was facilitated at a very critical time of the year dedicated to developing, evaluating and sharing our educational outputs, as well as planning for the year ahead. The main objective of visiting Bushpigs Environmental Centre was to observe how their own staff operate and coordinate their programmes. The visit was also in line with the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve’s goal to connect
all environmental centres within the biosphere, encouraging us to work together to promote environmental
awareness. Stronger relationships between the centres will promote increased sharing of information, ideas
and future opportunities within the field of environmental education.

Reconnecting with our Out of School Youth.

Lapalala Wilderness School continued with our culture of reconnecting with out-of-school youth by visiting
their respective villages to support them through hosting Football Tournaments of the highest rank. Two
soccer tournaments were presented during our 3rd and 4rth quarter. The first was hosted at Mabula Village. The second tournament was played at Marulaneng village. These events were enthusiastically appreciated by soccer teams and community members alike and local supporters attended both soccer tournaments in great numbers. The Champions were delighted to walk away with high quality soccer kits which
include soccer boots (in high demand because most of the local players were playing barefoot). Spectators
received an early Christmas gift as there were loads of prizes to be won, especially for participants who answered environmental related quizzes. Prizes also included special Lapalala Wilderness School branded Tshirts, branded water bottles and pens etc.
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More exciting news…

The Ford Wildlife Foundation (FWF) has generously donated a brand new Ford Ranger to the Lapalala
Wilderness School to support the Capacity Development of its Community Outreach Programmes. This
handover forms part of Ford Motor Company of Southern Africa’s (FMCSA’s) commitment to the conservation and preservation of the environment in Sub-Saharan Africa. Lizzy Litshani, our Outreach Coordinator for LWS was very excited to receive the keys for a brand new Ford Ranger from Johan Dercksen, Sales
Manager at Unitrans Mokopane. The Community Outreach Programme enables Lapalala Wilderness
School to impact on hundreds of lives in rural communities adjacent to the Lapalala Wilderness Reserve
through its Youth Development Programme.

Long service awards.

In recognition of continuous years and loyal contributions to Lapalala Wilderness School, the following staff members received Certificates of Appreciation for long service at our Wilderness School. Colbert Munarini (Environmental
Education Manager) for 10 years of excellent work, Merriam Mabilu (Financial Manager/Office Administrator) for 5
years of excellent work, Brenda Thoka (Environmental Educator) also for 5 years of excellent work, Stanley Mello
(Head of Maintenance) also 5 years of excellent work. We sincerely appreciate their dedication and hard work.
We’re very grateful that they are part of our team and we wish them many more years ahead with the school.
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Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the schools, teachers, learners, universities, stakeholders,
our board of directors and our donors for your unfailing support in the year 2018. We wish everyone a very
happy festive season and a new year filled with prosperity. Safe travels during this festive season. Please
don’t drink and drive and be alert at all times. In this season of family gatherings, friends, love, sharing, giving and receiving it’s important to be mindful that the holiday season can be particularly difficult for many
people as we encounter different challenges in our lives. A little compassion can go a long way.
Please (always) stand for: NO LITTERING, SAVING WATER AND ENERGY AND NOT HARMING ANIMALS.
From our Lapalala Wilderness School Family to yours, we wish you a Merry Christmas and warm blessings
for a wonderful year ahead!

